
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 13 (part 1)
An interlude is a pause designed to separate two parts of a play and often is associated with rest and recovery.  We’re 
in one of those in the narrative of our apocalyptic epistle. And so it’s a good time for us to remember some things and 
refresh our memories.

 Purpose of this interlude is to give some insight into our enemy & Spiritual Battle
 This isn’t chronological order, as in “what happens next” but rather we are following along with what John 

“sees next”.
 We need to remember that so much of Revelation is not new, but old. The early church reading along would have 

known more about what is being described and illustrated because of their familiarity with the Old Testament. For 
the modern church, often unfamiliar with the Old Testament, does not see the images as something already 
known/explained and so we have the tendency to read into the text context from our world.  For example, when 
we read of locusts and the sun being darkened (Revelation 8-9), we think of helicopters and nuclear fallout from 
CNN rather than the plagues of Egypt from Exodus.

 The text of Revelation cannot just mean something for the church today - or else it would not have provided hope 
for the church of 90 AD.

Jesus’ told John the following:

Revelation 1:19 - "Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which 
will take place after these things.

In other words, Revelation contains truths from the past, from the present and the future. And the words of Revelation 
are not just to have a decoder book for the nightly news, but to equip the followers of Jesus of each generation to 
remain faithful to him no matter what comes.  That’s why we are often reminded that those of us with ears ought to be 
using them to listen.

In Revelation 12 we saw the spiritual battle described and portrayed. We read about the cosmic battle in the past, in the 
heavens and what continues on today.  We got a sense of our enemy’s mood (enraged). What we will read next directly 
relates to chapter 12. We will read into two of the practical ways that the enemy makes war against God’s people.

Revelation 13 continues the interlude that began the last chapter (and by my reading will continue through chapter 15). 
The trumpets have all been sounded as warnings to the earth of the coming of Christ and we’re not yet ready to read of 
the wrath of God (described via 7 bowls). There is a pause which serves to describe the spiritual battle that is being 
waged in the world. We’re reading about the power and schemes of the evil one and in contrast the victory of the saints 
and the power of God.  Its as if we’re watching an intensely captivating movie and as the intensity builds, the movie 
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cuts to commercial. In this case, rather than offering you car insurance or the latest shampoo scents, the interruption 
reminds you of the spiritual battle and how to overcome - and we’re not pausing a movie, but the record of the unfolding 
of human history.

One final preface: We are going to read of two beasts in Revelation 13.  These two beasts are doing the work of the 
dragon (the devil) on the earth. They have two representations.  1st, there is a general representation and second there 
is a specific representation. What I mean by that is that the first beast for example is going to represent the 
governmental system of the world in general and also represent a particular system/person through whom the dragon's 
work is done. This week we will look at Revelation 13 in light of the board and general meaning. Next week we will work 
to find a more focused and distinct meaning. More specifically, this week we will look at the broad meaning of these 
beasts in light of the systems that support the work of the dragon.  Next week we will look at the Biblical support for a 
specific person that is often called “the antiChrist”.

To understand Revelation 13 we must read all of Daniel 7 for it is the foundation for Revelation 13.  It describes a dream 
Daniel had while in Babylon which contains many of the elements which reappear in Revelation 13.

Daniel 7:1-8 - 4 beasts (lion, bear, leopard, & dreadful one with 10 horns)

Daniel 7:9-14 - Ancient of Days Appears, 4th beast destroyed, other 3 hurt…

Daniel 7:15-28 - What does this all mean?

 The beasts represent kings of the earth.
 The fourth beast will be a final king/kingdom which will be ferocious and blasphemous
 In the end the Ancient of Days, the son of man and the saints of God will have victory and have dominion forever.

Daniel 7 shows us a back and forth between the forces of this evil age - specifically speaking of governmental 
systems/kingdoms and their rules, personified by beasts - and the power and kingdom of God which has complete victory in 
the end. But the chapter communicates that there is a time when the beastly kingdoms of this world have authority and 
influence and it affects/afflicts God’s people in those days.

Revelation 13:1-10 - The First Beast

Revelation 13:1a - The dragon (Satan, the devil etc.) stands on the sand of the seashore almost as if to step back and 
direct things. We see in chapter 13 two beasts that appear under his watchful directing.

The first beast (13:1-10) is representative of human government and political institutions.  Consider some of the 
descriptions of this beast:
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 From the dragon this multi-headed beast is given power, throne and authority (13:2)
 The earth follows after this beast and as a result is worshiping the dragon (13:4)
 The words spoken by this beast blaspheme God and his authority (13:5-6)
 Through the authority of this beast the war being waged by the dragon is enacted against God’s people (13:7a)
 Authority over every tribe, people, tongue and nation (13:7b)
 The beasts authority is fulfilling the authority on the earth (13:10)

This authority is a false authority and is also limited.  This beast has some qualities that are similar to and also 
opposite of the truth authority of the LORD God and His Christ.  Power, authority, powerful words.  Even the appearance of 
being slain and healed of a fatal wound impresses the world.  But the beast is a fraud and his kingdom will not endure.  
We know this from Revelation 13 and from Daniel 7.

In addition, later in Revelation and with other New Testament sources, we will learn that this is an individual who will 
work within this evil system to do the devil’s work specifically (next week’s focus).

Revelation 13:11-18 - The Second Beast

The second beast (13:11-18) is representative of false religion and spirituality and works in conjunction with and for the 
support of the first beast.  Consider some of the descriptions of this beast:

 Has authority from the first beast and coordinates its authority to get people to worship the first beast (13:12)
 Performs great signs (including fire from heaven and bringing image to life) (13:13, 15)
 Deceives the earth and tells people to make an image to worship which is of the first beast (13:14-15)
 Causes the world to be “marked” which will determine their ability to buy/sell (13:16-17)

The emphasis on the second beast is more focused on worship than it is power and authority. The first beast is the object 
of power and authority and the second beast’s purpose is to prop up the first beast with pseudo-spiritual support.

In addition, later in Revelation and with other New Testament sources, we will learn that this is an individual who will 
work within this evil system to do the devil’s work specifically (next week’s focus).

This reminds me of when Moses and Aaron confronted Pharaoh in Egypt. They represented Yahweh and called for the release 
of the children of Israel. Pharaoh refused and laughed off their paltry demands. As Moses began to call for plagues upon 
the land, Pharaoh was bolstered by his own magicians who shockingly were able to replicate some of the miracles. They 
turned their staff into snakes (Exodus 7:11-12), turned water into blood (Exodus 7:22-23) and called for frogs to come 
out of the land (Exodus 8:7).  Their spiritual power supported the authority of the governmental ruler and allowed both 
the ruler and the nation to ignore the truth.
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It also brings to mind Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, who set up an image for his empire to worship - with 
disobedience punishable by death (Daniel 3, fiery furnace).  Also, the Darius of Daniel 6 passed a decree that the entire 
empire outght to pray to him alone.

“The deification of the state and its ruler is not a phenomenon limited to the last days and the Anitchrist; we 
have witnessed manifestations essentially of the same phenomenon in modern (and Biblical) totalitarian states.” 
- George Eldon Ladd (“A Commentary On The Revelation of John”, page 178)

The unholy union of the state and the church is chronic throughout history.  Yet, this reality of the worship of those in 
power does not stop in ancient history - nor does it only happen today in underdeveloped nations run by fanatical 
dictators.  For your consideration:

Wall street journal Columnist Peggy Noonan called (George W.) Bush’s post‑9/11 address to Congress “a God‐touched moment 
and a God‐touched speech.” Fred Barnes wrote that “the stage was set for Bush to be God’s agent of wrath.” National 
Review Online ran ads for the Bush “Top Gun” action figure, and an article about how wonderful it was to have a 
presidential superhero to complement your GI Joe collection. (via https://www.cato.org/commentary/beware-cult-obama)

(Barack) Obama “walks into a room and you want to follow him somewhere, anywhere,” George Clooney gushed to Charlie 
Rose.  “I’ll collect paper cups off the ground to make [Obama’s] pathway clear,” Halle Berry recently told the Philadelphia 
Daily News, “I’ll do whatever he says.” she added...Last summer, San Francisco Chronicle columnist Mark Morford wrote that 
“Many spiritually advanced people I know … identify Obama as a Lightworker, that rare kind of attuned being who … 
can actually help usher in a new way of being on the planet.” (ibid)

On January 3, 2016, then presidential candidate Donald Trump remarked the following at a campaign stop in Sioux City, 
Iowa: "I could stand in the middle of Fifth Avenue and shoot somebody, and I wouldn't lose any voters, OK?" "It's, like, 
incredible." The audience responded with laughter, applause and shouts of “we love you!” (via npr.org/sections/thetwo-
way/2016/01/23/464129029)

The characteristic of unswerving devotion and allegiance to someone with a passionate feeling of one’s hope being in the 
hands of that person, joined with a willingness to do whatever that person may ask of you has a much simpler 
description: worship.

“(this) is the key to the character and purpose of the beast; its is not merely the exercise of political power - it has 
the objective of capturing the loyalty of men and diverting them from the worship of God. To turn from God to submit to 
the beast is in reality to worship Satan” (Ladd, page 179)

The early church was swimming in a cultural water whose current was ever flowing towards the worship of the emperor.  
We learned of the pressure many of the churches were under when we read their letters in chapters 2-3.  In their day, 
politics and religion were on display together.  
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In our day politics is a religion - it is what dominates our airwaves, our social media feeds, our conversations and most 
troubling, our thoughts and attention.  It claims to offer hope, solutions, and power and it causes worry, stress, fear, 
anxiety and more.  But scripture pulls back the curtain on what, and more appropriately who is behind it all.

Since the downfall of humanity in Genesis, false systems have been trying to take the place and fill the void of the rule 
and reign of God.  Humans have tried to move on to having dominion over the earth without the Creator at the top of the 
hierarchy.  Humans have tried to have and hold on to power to stave off the reality that we “shall surely die…” 
(Genesis 2:17).  False kings, false prophets, fake governments, fake religions are really beasts.

Revelation 13:1 begins with the mention of the dragon standing on the seashore as his two beasts arise from the sea and 
from the earth. We read of their tactics and influence. It’s frightening and troubling to read of their authority and 
effectiveness.  Power and deception are in their hands.  And there is the dragon standing in the sand as if to watch it 
all from his beachfront villa.  Make no mistake, this is all his doing. He has been a deceiver, murderer and sinner from 
the begining (John 8:44; I John 3:8).  Governments come and go, deceptive religious systems come and go and yet the 
dragon continues his strategy through the next version of his beasts.

But our interlude isn’t over.  Revelation 13 may open like this:

Revelation 13:1a - And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore.

But the next chapter opens like this:

Revelation 14:1a - Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion,

The kingdom that is built on the sand will not last. The kingdom founded upon the rock shall endure forever.  

As in Daniel, so in Revelation, in the end the angelic shouts will proclaim that “His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
which will not pass away, and his kingdom is one which will not be destroyed (Daniel 7:14)” and that “The kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever. (Revelation 11:15)".  The 
saints of the Most High of any and every generation must not get entangled in the affairs of this life nor put their hope 
in any person or leader. When we do, the church is distracted and tainted.  Entertainer Will Rogers said it well: "Mixing  
politics and religion is like mixing manure and ice cream. It doesn't do much to the manure, but it surely does ruin the 
ice cream."

But if and when the church keeps their hope in the coming kingdom of God, remembering they are ambassadors for the king 
of that kingdom (2 Corinthians 5:12), strangers and pilgrims on the earth (Hebrews 11:13), looking for and hastening the 
coming day of God (2 Peter 3:12) - then the church is focused and pure.  And that is the key to the perseverance and the 
faith of the saints.  Whoever has an ear, let them hear.
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